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Confederation of Empowerment Initiatives (CEI) 
 

Confederation of Empowerment Initiatives (CEI) is a Not-for-Profit International Development 

Agency (IDA) known for its Empowerment Solutions deep-rooted in Resiliency and 

Development Economics. Our award-winning and unique 'Resiliency Solutions' have been 

implemented to solve complex challenges across Geographies, Communities, and Economic 

Sectors. We are on a mission to become a pioneer in International Aggregator of Global 

Development Economics and Holistic Empowerment Ecology. 

 

Our dedicated team is diligently implementing Resiliency solutions for developing economies 

of the world, especially in South East Asia. The same has been demonstrated across various 

parts of India where weôre helping the backward, rural, and the tribal communities achieve the 

targets of United Nationôs Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including the elimination 

of poverty, reducing inequality, ensuring sustainable livelihoods and food security, gender 

equality, clean water, educational interventions, agriculture and allied activities and so on.  

All of these have been discussed in depth with the work done by our team in the subsequent 

sections of this report. 

The foundation of CEI lays emphasis on transformation through Market-Linked 

Entrepreneurship Development and Institution Building, working in collaboration with various 

government bodies, corporates, individuals, and subject-matter experts in order to create an 

environment that truly empowers the rural and tribal communities. Through our work, we have 

been able to completely transform the scenarios and empower people from these backward 

areas or communities. 

Our Project Officers include members of these communities which not only help us win the 

trust of the local people but at the same time, provides us with first-hand insights into the actual 

socio-economic conditions they live in. 

Ever since its inception, CEI has been working on the following initiatives:  

1. Urban, Rural, and Business Resilience Programmes. 

2. ñPoverty-Alleviation and Holistic Empowerment Modelò through market-linked 

Entrepreneurship Development of economically backward sections of society, 

especially in the rural and tribal communities. 

3. Market-linked Skill Development and Leadership Development Programmes. 

4. Entrepreneurial Skill Development Initiatives through Empowerment Centres (EC). 

5. Educational Workshops leading to Intellectual empowerment. 

6. Financial Inclusion by opening bank accounts for disenfranchised sections of Society, 

i.e. Tribals of BPL (Below Poverty Line) families in association with the State Bank of 

India. 

7. Free Medical Camps for tribal groups leading to Health empowerment. 

8. Rural Empowerment Workshops resulting in Social empowerment. 

9. Integrated Rural and Tribal Development through the ñSmart Villagesò Initiative. 

10. Water Sustainability Projects leading to Health and Economic Empowerment. 

 

11. Last-Mile Delivery Programmes - Economic Empowerment and Sustainable 

Development through: 
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a. Ration Card Distribution Camps in collaboration with the Office of the Tehsildar, 

Election Branch. 

b. Aadhar Card Camps in collaboration with the UIDAI. 

c. Facilitation of various important Government Identity Documents, i.e. Caste 

Certificates in collaboration with the District Administration. 

d. Creation of Voter ID Cards in collaboration with the District Administration. 

e. Success Story: Fulfilment of pending process of land allocation to 6 Tribal 

Farmers of Chavani Village, Raigad District. 

12. Political Empowerment through the provision to elect representatives.  

13. Regular Stakeholder Education and Engagement Programmes. 

 

What we aim to achieve 
 

CEI is making progress in all the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as defined by 

the UN. 

1. Exponential transformation in the conditions of the socio-economic disadvantaged section 

of the society by combating issues of: 

a. Unemployment  

b. Lack of access to the right resources 

c. Malnutrition and other Health issues especially among women and children. 

d. Lack of access to the global supply chain 

e. Lack of access to avenues of Employment and Empowerment, especially for 

women. 

f. Lack of literacy, education, and numeracy 

g. Climate and Energy Issues  

And many more. 

2. Empowered the unprivileged sections of society by helping them learn relevant skills, 

polish their capabilities, and enable them to pave a way for themselves ï through 

Entrepreneurial Initiatives. 

3. To uphold every individualôs right to equal opportunity and justice through provisions of 

legal aid, and access to the legal representation and the judicial system. 

4. To bring together people of diverse backgrounds, skill sets, expertise ï and channelise 

that power to achieve Employment, Empowerment, Entrepreneurship, and Innovation 

through sustainable solutions. 

5. To enhance Governance and Service Delivery Mechanism through the Last-Mile Delivery 

Programme. 
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Holistic Empowerment Vertical s of CEI 

 
The various initiatives of CEI in realising the UN-SDGs can be broadly categorised in four 

verticals as shown below. 
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WÈÁÔȭÓ .Å×   

1. CEI Internship Program 

 

Confederation of Empowerment Initiatives (CEI) Internship (Live Project) is a free, Online 

Internship and Upskilling Program, where youth have the opportunity to work, remotely, on 

various Development Initiatives of CEI for the Socio-Economic empowerment of the 

marginalized sections. CEI Internship also provides career mentorship opportunity from 

Industry stawarts, domain experts, recruiters, CEOs etc who are all associated with CEI 

Leadership Panel as Senior CEI Leaders.  

 

CEI Internship next phase 17 will begin in January  

CEI Internship program equips students to be trained 

and prepared for the requirement of the future 

industry. CEI Internship is an Enriching upskilling 

Process that enables studentgs to know the skill 

which are in demand in the industry and gives 

required exposure for the Youth of today, thus greatly 

enhancing their probability of success, it also provides 

training modules in Virtual Group Discussion, 

Interview preparation and overall guidance to make 

students ready for the job requirements in this Digital 

Era and to be successful as an entrepreneur. Apart 

from the chance of participating in various modules 

such as Strategic Sales, Marketing etc. CEI also 

provides opportunities to sincere interns to participate 

in unique empowerment initiatives.  

Masterclasses offered by CEI Internship gives a unique opportunity for students to learn from 

Industry stalwarts, Domain Experts and Vertical Leaders.  Students engage in internactive 

learning sessions about how CEI has built various empowerment initiatives from the ground 

up, formed international partnerships and collaborations bringing multiple stakeholders to 

perform value transfer and knowledge supply, while getting a chance to contribute in the 

empowerment of the nation. CEI offers this learning and upskilling opportunity to not just 

students, but everyone who wants to be skilled and be a leader and innovator in the current 

socio-economic times. 

 

Future Plans: 

 

CEI Internship Project is a continuing project. The next phase will start immediately after the 

ongoing phase ends. The interns get a chance to build their careers by continuing with CEI 

Internship as Team Leaders in the subsequent phases and climbing up the ladder to become 

Senior Team Leaders, Strategic Advisors to finally be groomed as corporate leaders. 
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2. #CEIWinterRelief for the Tribals and other Vulnerable rural 

sections ɀ Part 1  
  

Need 

The ongoing winter season is particularly difficult for the most destitute and marginalised 

sections of the society such as the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups and the other similar 

extremely below poverty line sections of the society. There has been a resurgence in Covid-

19 and other viral infections. CEI is providing sufficient aid to those destitute and 

disenfranchised sections who are living in most remote villages of Maharashtra, Madhya 

Pradesh etc. where there is no medical facility or basic utilities available. 

 

Work Done & Impact: 

Under #CEIWinterRelief Program, CEI distributed clothes and other essential provisions 

(Phase 1 distribution) for winter to tribal couple Kunda & Dashrath ji. They belongs to 

Particularly vulnerable tribal group from remote 

Ganvdhan village (Khalapur tehsil, Maharashtra) 

with no source of income. They live in a thatched 

hut in a tribal village with no access to medical 

facilities or other fundamental requirements. 

Maharashtra is witnessing rapid surge of Covid-

19 cases, with many touting it to be the indication 

of a possible third wave. The rural areas have 

already been worst affected by the Pandemic 

since past two years. 

 

This problematic situation is further exacerbated by the fact that this winter, there has also 

been rapid increase in viral infections and other diseases. CEI is ensuring that essential relief 

provisions reach the most backward regions. 

 

CEI will continue to carry out food & medical aid for the most impoverished and cut-off sections 

of societies in remote villages, tribal areas in places worst affected by Covid.   
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3. #CEIWinterRelief for the rural sections  affected by Cold Wave in 

Madhya Pradesh ɀ Part 1  
 

Need 

Madhya Pradesh has been severely affected 

by Cold Wave with temperature dropping to 

very low numbers. This cold wave is 

accompanied by severe chilly winds 

especially in the rural areas of Malwa regions 

in Madhya Pradesh. 

 

 

The cold wave gripping rural Madhya 

Pradesh, is also especially worse because of 

that fat that it is mainly as a direct 

consequence of icy winds coming from 

Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand 

which have expereinced snowfall during the 

month of December. This was likely to grip 

isolated places in multiple districts in Madhya 

Pradesh. 

 

 

Work Done & Impact: 

 

SundarBai ji is aged widow from Lingoda village, living in 

extreme poverty with nobody to take care of her. She is 

from remote village in Malwa region (Agar-Malwa district, 

Madhya Pradesh). This winter season is harsh for 

destitute women, especially those who are in aged group 

living in remote villages with no access to healthcare 

facilities. CEI is providing them with essential provisions. 

#CEIWinterRelief also includes medical aid program for 

the below poverty line marginalized sections of the 

society. 
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4. COP 26 ɀ CEI Leads Series of Meeting s and Sustainable Development 

Initiative s at 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference  
 
CEI team led by Shri Jas Sohl ji [Chief Strategy Officer, CEI] led CEI into series of strategic 

meetings and parternships at COP 16 advancing the goals of SDGs and helping turn the 

2020s into a decade of climate action and support. 

 

High level meetings at COP 26 - Glasgow with HE Say Sam Al - Minister of Environment for 

kingdom of Cambodia. HE Kan Pharidh - Ambasador of Cambodia to the UK and Europe, 

HE.Dr. Ponlok TIN , Secretary of State, HE. Dr. Monyneath VANN, Secretary General, HE. 

Dr. Paris CHUOP , Director General. 

CEI team had strategic and collaborative discussions with numerous parties including the 

Indian delegations, Cambodian delegations, Vietnamese delegations, East African 

delegations etc as well as meeting 4 key members of the Scottish parliament. 

The package of decisions consists of a range of agreed items, including strengthened efforts 

to build resilience to climate change, to curb greenhouse gas emissions and to provide the 

necessary finance for both. Nations reaffirmed their duty to fulfill the pledge of providing 100 

billion dollars annually from developed to developing countries. 
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CEI also collaborated with Board members of OSIL alongside the Trustees of MLSS following 

their recent collaboration partnership meeting with Andy Street MBE - The Mayor of The West 

Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA - 14 Local Councils). 

 

Discussions were held around facilitating a tie-up with numerous local Development Agencies 

viz companies who wish to support with Ecosystem creation initiatives. Following from this 

successful meeting, Andy Street looks to connect CEI - OSIL and MLSS to British River and 

Water Ways trust with the ambition of driving activities to provide economic development that 

is eco-sustainable for the future generations to come. 
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5. CEI Leads Ganga Connect Program at UK, get covered in PIB India 
 

CEI - As part of the core organising committee of the ñGanga Connectò exhibition, kicked off 
the first Glasgow seminar, 8-10 November 2021/Glasgow City College, during COP 26.   
 
This exhibition received a green-light with PM Modiôs trip to COP-26 and it will go a long way 
to energise both business as well as diaspora communities. 
 
Other planned "Ganga Connect" exhibitions locations were:  
 
Cardiff:                12-14 November 2021 / Cardiff University 
Birmingham:       15-17 November 2021 / Birmingham City University  
Oxford:                18-19 November 2021 / Oxford University 
London:               22-25 November 2021 / High Commission of India 
  
In each city, in addition to the exhibition, there are satellite events such as business seminars, 

scientific discussions, economic and partnership dialogues and diaspora dialogues planned.   

 

 
CEI Team led by Shri Jas Sohl ji with Dr Vinod Tare. Founding Head, Centre for Ganga River 

Basin Management and Studies. 
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CEI also had series of meetings with Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Minister of Jal 

Shakti and H.E. Gaitri Issar Kumar, Indian High Commissioner to the UK. 
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6. CEI collaboration for Holistic initiative of Child Education in India  
 

CEI initiated dialogue for strategic partnership between Andre Agassi Foundation for 

Education and Square Panda [global player focused on delivering ECCE using 

technology, science and innovation]. 

 

 

The importance and need for backing the education sector particularly for the segment with 

children aged of 3-8 years was highlighted. Also following points were discussed in the 

roundtable discussion: 

 

Combination of technology-based tools and the right pedagogical approach can transform 

learning for children when they are in their most formative years. 

 

Importance of educational platform that is designed with a view of National Education Policy 

2020, India. 

 

Holisitic approach that caters to not only the needs of the child but also those of surrounding 

stakeholders: teachers, administrators, parents, community and government. 
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CEI receives Governor Award  on the auspicious occasion of  

#JanjatiyaGauravDiwas  
 

By Blessings of Param Poojaniya Gurudev ji, CEI has received the Governor's Award from the 

Governor of Maharashtra, Adarniya Bhagat Singh Koshiyari ji, on "Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas"... 

which was declared by our Prime Minister Adarniya #NarendraModi ji on 15 November 2021. 

 

CEI has been continuously implementing sustainable livelihood and entrepreneurship initiative 

for the most economically backward tribal groups in these remote rural areas. For the past few 

years, the journey for these tribals has been massively transformational.  Beginning at a point 

where they were shunned by the society, CEI ensured they are integrated, empowered and 

now these tribals are entrepreneurs who are able to ideate and implement end to end projects 

for economic sustenance. 

Transcending that first 

hesitation to speak to 

ANYONE from the outside 

community and within two 

years, reaching a point where 

they are standing in front of 

the Governor, accepting an 

Award for Innovative 

Entrepreneurship... is a 

generational leap! 

 

This is a watershed moment 

for our Tribal brothers and 

sisters. 

CEI receives Award from District Collector, Raigad, Govt of 

Maharashtra  
 

Following closely on the Award received from the Hon'ble Governor of Maharashtra, CEI has 

once again been awarded by the District Magistrate and Collector of Raigad district, 

Maharashtra for our Exemplary Sadhana in providing Entrepreneurship, Sustainable 

Livelihood, Food, Medicare, Sustenance items to the tribals and other marginalised & 

backward communities during Covid, in the hour of their need. CEI has been continuously 

implementing Holistic Empowerment initiatives to alleviate rural poverty through a range of 

comprehensive and strategic interventions around livelihood development in a time-bound 

manner. 
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District Magistrate and Collector of Raigad district, Dr Mahendra Kalyankar, conferred the 

Award upon CEI in an event organised by various departments of Central & State Government 

on THREE most important programmes - Bhagwan Birsa Munda Jayanti, Azadi ka Amrit 

Mahotsav and Janjatiya Gaurav Saptah.  

 

This back-to-back recognition CEI is getting on such landmark occasions and flagship 

programmes of the Government speaks volumes of the impact CEI has had on the ground. 
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SDG 2 ɀ Zero Hunger  
 

Need 

Since past 3 years the tribal villages in Raigad Maharashtra have been continuously been 

facing successive onslaughts of cyclones, floods and other natural calamities. The persistent 

issue has been the lack of adequate administrative assistance in these remote tribal hamlets 

especially during the Covid-19 Pandemic. Little food grain that the BPL Rural communities in 

these areas had stored was washed away in the torrential rainfall. The problem of Malnutrition 

specifically under nutrition has been persistent in the rural areas among tribal communities, 

since many decades. The women and children of the PVTG tribal group are particularly 

suffering from its adverse health impacts. Multiple waves of Pandemic Covid-19 has further 

exacerbated the issue as the pandemic starts to spread its grip in rural areas. There is urgent 

need to effect food aid for the below poverty line rural women, single parent households, 

widows, children (orphan, neglected & destitute categories), scheduled tribe, nomadic tribe, 

Scheduled castes and other economically weaker sections. 

 

Work Done & Impact: 

 

Apart from the Food Aid distribution which includes food provisions sufficient for 1 month 

including rice, pulses, vegetables for an entire family, CEI has also distributed nutrition 

packets among the most economically backward and marginalized sections.  

In this Nutrition Aid, each CEIôs Nutrition packet consisted of healthy cooked food rich in 

protein, vitamins as well as additional serving of fresh fruits.  

 

400 such nutrition packets were distributed among the most marginalized sections in flood 

affected tribal communities in Maharashtra especially focusing on orphan girls, widows, 

people with various disabilities and other marginalized communities belonging to the most 

economically backward sections of the rural areas. 












































































































































































































































































































